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A. Our first response to authority is to evaluate the 
‘WHAT.’ 

 

‘WHAT’ am I being asked to do? 
 

B. The Twist: 
If I disagree with the WHAT and if I can get away with 
it (avoid any consequences) I can disregard the WHAT. 

 

 
UNMASKING THE TWIST 

 

Romans 13:1-6 (NIV)  
“1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God.  
2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is 
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 
do so will bring judgment on themselves.  
3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear 
of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he 
will commend you.  
4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for 
nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer.  
5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, 
not only because of possible punishment but also 
because of conscience.  
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are 
God's servants, who give their full time to governing.” 

 
 
C.  God says our first response to authority is to evaluate 

the ‘WHO.’ 
 

D. Your attitude and response to authority you can see 
(government, boss, parents, teachers, tax law) is a 
reflection of your attitude and response to your 
Heavenly Father you can’t see.  
 

E. Your response to authority is a spiritual issue.  
 

F. The Biblical Principles: 
 

a. God always works through the human authority 
He has established, whether they are good or 
bad.  

 

b. God has established authority in your life 
(government, boss, parents, teachers, tax law). 

 

c. To rebel against the authorities in your life is to 
rebel against God. 

 

d. Don’t live with the lie, the twist, or you will 
never surrender your life to God. 
 

G. Biblical Examples 
 

God will use good and bad authority in your life to set a 
path and a plan of success for your life. 
 

a. Egyptians and the Children of Israel: God was 
working to establish a new nation. 

 

b. King Nebuchadnezzar: used to bring the 
Children of Israel back to God. 

 

c. Jesus: He was under two bad authority systems 
(the religious and the government) but God was 
planning to save the world. 

 
 
 


