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1. HONOR, PRIVILEGE, DUTY 
 

Americans are blessed to have a “government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.” But democracy has one key 
requirement: our participation. 
 
 

In 2004, the last presidential election year, 39% of evangelical 
Christians did not bother to vote.  When people of faith fail to vote, 
we should not be surprised that policies are enacted that are 
contrary to believers’ core values. 
 

 
2. THE INFLUENCE OF FAITH 
 

Our faith in God should influence our values in life, including the 
political arena.  We shouldn’t be hesitant to inject notions of right 
and wrong into public debates.  These ideas come from moral 
standards, which help prevent a free society such as ours from 
sliding into social chaos.  People of faith, grounded in moral truth, 
must be prepared to discern those candidates best able to uphold 
moral values. 
 
As Christ’s representatives on earth, we have a mandate to be 
“salt and light” in our culture (Matthew 5:13-16). Imagine the 
impact Americans of faith could have on the future of our nation, 
the character of its leadership, and the moral health of its people if 
we all applied biblical principles to every aspect of our lives—
including our participation in the democratic process. 
 

 
3. VOTING YOUR VALUES 
 

Many believers fail to consider their biblical values when voting, 
often choosing candidates whose positions are at odds with their 
own beliefs, convictions and values.  A study by the Pew Forum 
on Religion and Public Life found that nearly 60% of Americans 
say religion has little effect on their voting decisions. It is critical 
that Christians get registered, be informed, and vote their 
values, beliefs and convictions. 
 

 
4.  THE MINISTRY OF VOTING 
 

Your vote can be a form of ministry.  When you vote, you are 
directly and indirectly impacting people’s lives.  By the people you 
select and the ballot measures you support, you are making a 
practical difference in the lives of: 

 
 Pre-born children (abortion policy) 
 Impressionable youth (pornography laws & education 

policy) 
 Families (marriage & divorce laws) 
 Hurting People (religious freedom laws) 

 
 

5.  WHY BOTHER? DOES MY VOTE MATTER? 
 

Consider these examples: 
 In 1801, one vote in the U.S. House broke the tie between 

presidential candidates Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr.   
 In 1839, one vote made Marcus Morton governor of 

Massachusetts and earned him the nickname “Landslide.” 
 In 1868, one vote saved President Andrew Johnson from 

being removed from office. 
 In 1876, one vote in the Electoral College gave Rutherford 

B. Hayes the presidency. 
 In 1941, one vote extended the active service provision in 

the Selective Service Act (Draft) just 4 months before the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 In 2000, we had one of the most closely contested 
presidential elections in American history. 

 

 
6. TAKING ACTION 
 

 Pray for our country and this election.  There are prayer 
cards in the program today to help you focus your prayer 
on our nation, the election, and the issues to be voted on. 

 Register to vote: the voter registration forms are at the 
table in the courtyard.  Complete the form and mail it 
before the October 20th deadline. 

 Educate yourself on the candidates and the election 
issues. Know what the candidates stand for.  Weigh the 
candidates’ values against the principles found in God’s 
Word, and choose the candidates whose views most 
closely match Scripture.  To help, in your bulletin is a chart 
that lists the democratic and republican nominees for 
president and their stand on some major issues. 

 

 Go to the polls and vote on Tuesday, November 4th.  Or if 
you have requested an absentee ballot, be sure to mail in 
your ballot before the deadline. 

 
An informed choice takes effort. 
The choice is not always easy, 

but it is always significant. 


