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Romans 12:1-2 (NASB)  
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual service of worship.  
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will 
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  

Philippians 2:12-13 (NASB) Paul said;  
… work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure.  

1. GROWTH IS MEASURED BY FIVE FACTORS 
 

A. KNOWLEDGE: Knowing the Content of God’s Word. 
 

Philippians 1:9 (NASB)  
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 
real knowledge and all discernment,  

James 3:13 (NASB)  
Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his 
good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 

1 Corinthians 8:1 (NIV)  
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  

B. PERSPECTIVE: Seeing things from God’s point of view.  
Having perspective is a characteristic of spiritual maturity. 
  

Hebrews 5:14 (NASB)  
But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have 
their senses trained to discern good and evil.  

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV)  
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 

from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  

C. CONVICTIONS: Developing godly values, commitments 
and motivations. A fixed or strong belief! 
 

Hebrews 11:1 (NASB)  
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.  

Romans 14:22 (NASB)  
The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before 
God.  

D. SKILLS: Learning the “how-to’s” of Christian living and 
ministry. Skill is the secret of effectiveness.  
 

Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NIV)  
If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is 
needed but skill will bring success.  

E. CHARACTER: Becoming like Christ in attitudes and 
actions. 

Titus 2:1 (PH) 
Now you must tell them the sort of character which should 
spring from sound teaching.  
 
Character development always involves a choice.  
When we make the right choice, our character grows more like 
Christ.   
 
1 Timothy 1:5 (NASB)  
But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a 
good conscience and a sincere faith.  

Colossians 3:10 (TLB)  
You are living a brand new kind of life that is continually 
learning more and more of what is right, and trying 
constantly to be more and more like Christ who created this 
new life within you.  


